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JCONTEST BETWEEN

Joseph Leiter, Representing the Coal Company, Standing Firm on Ultimatum Issued in
July That He Would Pay a Scale of Wages Which He Thought Was Fair---
After Quiet of Four Months, Report of Attacks Made on Officials and
Men Employed in Mines Ends in Militia Being Sent

to Guard the Property.

WEITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC,

Dovwn in the vary heart of “Egypl,” with
iis untoid weslith of coal, there ils a con-
ditlon of affalrm which in polnt of chief
actors, stape settings and general theme
with attending incidents i elther an opera
boufle, which would drive the plots of the
tuodern music comedy Into oblivion. or else
it is the duln‘?mo of one of the most
bitter and handest fought contests be-
tween capitzl and labor which the com-
mercial record has chronlcled.

Joseph Lalter, representing tha Zelgler
Conl Company, which Is in fact the estate
of the iate Levi Zeigier Loiter, determined
mouths ago to defy - the United Mine
Workess of America and to manage the
S0 acres of cdal property In Franklin
County, Tlinois, and the modern coal-min-
ing plant which had teen Installed, as he
saw fit. .

He formulated a scale of wages, which
Jhe declared he woald pay for developing
{and mining the “immenss beds of coal
| which mads a foundation -fo'rthnhnd
.{which he controlled. It has been a ques-
tion ever sincs his ultimatum was deliv-
ered on July ¥ last, whether the Leiter
pcale was greater or less for the same
w_ammmmmm
been agresd upon between the Coal Oper-
atory” Association of Nlihols and the con-
Imdmmm-mwmd
| America. 3r. Laiter nor his company was
a member of ths Coal Operstors’ Associa-
tion.

At any rals a committes from the Zeig-
ler Jooul of the Mine Warkers, No. 248,
sent & committed to protest agninst the
proposed scale. Mr, Lafter refused to treat
with them, and has since declined to treat
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but who were paid and maintained by the
Leiter interesis at an estimated expense
of $500 dally.
GUARD3 ON DUTY.
These guards wers postad about the
town and on the Lelter property, and

permittsd no one to enter Zelgler or re-
main in the vicinity, unless express per-
mission was granted from the administra-
tion buflding in the town, with which
eich guard station was connected by tele-
phone. At the helght of the midsummer
crisis, which was supposed to be impend-
ing, the force numbered close to 30 men.

The Leiter object was to afford ample
protection to the laborers, nmonunlon min-
ers, who were secured In Penunsylvania,
Chicago, 8t. Louls, Minnesota or wherever
they ecould be found Thess men would
be brought in by speclally guarded trains
and taken to Zelgier, where they went to
wok in the min=.

The union headquartsrs at Camp Turmer
in the meanwhile stationed thelr men at
the towns which covered the approaches
by rallway to Zelgler, and established a
syriem of plicketing, endeavorlog to twn
back the men who were brought in.

In the latter part of July an mjonctlon
was applied for and granted In ths Federal
Court at Springfield, which prohibited any
one from golng upon the Lelter property
unless permission had been previcusly
granted. The United States Marshal and

lished headquarters at Zaigler, where they

currence, though as far as can be ascer-
tained there are no casualties which have
been & result of the firing, and suthorities
differ greatly both as to the smount of

| placed in the several blockhouses which

shooting and as to who are responsible for
the same.

On Friday afernoon. November 25 Jo-
seph Lelter, who hnd been visiting Zeig- |
ler, was accompanied to the railroad sta- |
tion at West Frankfort, five miles south, |
by Henry R. Platt, his confidential aul- |
viser, and in direct charges of the Lelter |
interest at Zelgler, and by William |
Browning, an official at Zelgler. Mr Ieiter
left for Chicago,

Lir. Platt and Mr. Browning returned
overiand in the dusk. Thelr statement s
that as they passed the "White Church,”
two miles from the administration
bullding, thres men, ms nearly as they
could distinguish, opened firsa with re-
volvers upom their carriage They re-
trrned the fire, and there was & fuosillade
of perhaps thirty shots.

SHERIF I8 NOTIFIED.

They state that they wers not injured
and that they do not know that any of
thelr shots took effect. That night Sherit
Stein, at Benlon, was notified of the oc-
currence, together with a demand for pro-
tection. Sherlff Btein  wired Governor
Yutes that he was pot able to give the
necessary profection, and esked that
traopa be seat.

Orders wera |ssued at Bpringfield on the
scme night for the mobilization of Com-
pany F of the Fourth Regiment, Illinols
Nationsl Guard, of Mount Vernon. Un-
der command of Captain Batterfleld this
command reached Benton Saturday night,
and was taken overland to Zalgler, Afisr
investigution personally by Colonel R. J.
Bhand, acting for ths Adjutant Genersl,
this force was increesed on Monday by
the ordering cut of Company C of Carboan-
dale, of the same regiment

This company arrived on Monday morn-
Ing in a special traln, under the command
of Captaln Galbralth. Colonel Roy R
Reece, Assistant Adjutant

week In locking over the sltustion. There
are forty-five men with Company ¥ and

forty mea with Col C.

Thers are now om duty the elghty-five
militlamen. forty Deputy United States
Marshals, under the command of General
James H. Barkley, who [= & Brigadier
Genaral In the Iilinols Natlonal Guard,
and a mounted cavalry petrol, which Is
mmintained by the Lalter interesis. Thers
fs In addition an artillery force, which
consisty of ten rapld-fire guns of the mod-
ern riot pattern, capable of firing 50 2=-
calfber shots per minute,

Ths guns are in charge generally of F.
A. Anderson, a British expert in affairs
of the artillery, and who was a Com-
mandant in the Boer War. The guns are

stud the stockade, at the Administration
bulding and at the pumping station, and
are handled by expert operators.
Surmounting the 20-foot waler tower
within the stockade is one of the strongest
searchlights which hrs been manufac-
tured. Ita beam will light the country

fowr miles away, and an individual who
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CAMP TURNEE;

falls within the reach of ils rays may be
plainly distinguished at that distance,

From all appearances within, especlally
at nightfall, Zeigler seems to be in & state
of siegn. From all appearances withouot,
both day and night., Zeigler eeems to be
nestled in the heart of one of the greatest
peace-loving sections of the Stats.

At Camp Turner there are now but
twenty of the striking miners, but with
their families the total population reaches
sixty. The rest have secured employment
elsewhers, or are living in otbers of ths
strongiy union towns of Southern Ilinols,
So much for the general conditions,

WHO I8 DOING THE FIRING?

Who ig doing the firlng sround Zoigler?
That is the question which brings the two
elements into direct conflict, as to their
statements.

If the claims of the strilkers are borna
out eventumlly as to where the responsi-
bility lies, the whole affair since the be-
gioning of the incidents which led up tol
the bringing of the militla is & faree, To

the cbeerver who does not have to go out |

in the dark and cold and stand guard for
Lhirteen hours, it furnishes much more
amusement than doos the average comle
opers. 1f Heary R, Platt and bis asso-
ciates have been brought to thelr presdnt
way of thinking and gaying by the incl-

fente which they deciare they have posi-
tive proof of, Fraunkiln County ig in a
siate of anarchy, such as lliinois has sel-
dom if ever known.

The miners say none of thelr men
have been implicated In any of the shoot-
ing affalrs, that force is no part of thelr
plan of campalgn, that they bave no
money to purchase guns and ammunition.
Also that they could not afford to lose
publlo sympathy by such procedurs, and
that If they had done all of the shooting
with which they are credited, they have
marksmen who would make better rec-
onde than have resulted from the firing.

Mr, Platt says for Mr. Leiter that bul-
let marks are found in the engine-room
and other Important features of the Zeig-
ler plant; that one man has been kiiled
by one of the bullpts; that he has per-
sonally been fired upon; that the search-
light bas discloses men creeplng upon the
plant and upon the pumping station, two
miles away, and that he is In possession
of evidence which, ut the proper tima, wiil
prove that the union and the officlals of
the striking miners ars directly responsi-
ble-for the firing.

Btatements of persons in Zeigler who
@re entitled to full credence as disinter—
estedl parties, show that many builets
have passed over and through the town.
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CAPITAL AND LABOR STILL ON AT ZEIGLER;

FIRING CONTINUES NIGHTLY, BUT BULLETS ARE IN:
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Leaders of the miners, notably W, T.

| Morris of Duquoin. who Is a member of

the Executiye Committes of the United
Mine Workers and the business man in
charge of the strike, say that the firing
has been done through the orders of Mr.
Leiter and with the sole purposs of giving
the lmpression that there is & reign of
terror, In the hops of bringing In the sol-
diers and dispensing with his private and
expensive force of guards.
COLONEL REECE'S REPORT,

It 1= gifficult and, In fact, impoesible, to

reconcile the statements of tha opposing

leaders. Colonel Reece completed his In-
spection on Thursday and his report to
Governor Yates should be a fair state-
ment of the situation.

There is firlng at Zeigler and plenty of
it. For ths first time sinos the inception
of the sirike newspaper representatives
were permitted to remaln within the con~
fines of ths town after night. Last Thurs.
day might found a balf dosen cooped wp
in Ilincis Central boxcar Nao, 336

The boxcax serves as the depot, tale-
graph office and express station for Zslg-
ler. Before night had fallsn, under the
chaperonage of & deputy marshal the
half dozen sought the decrepit old relic of
freight traffic, determined to hear the
shooting for themselves,

Darkness had come at § o'clock. and
until 7 there was nothing doing. Then.
like the breaking of dawn, the beam of the
glant searchlight darted over the country.
Nearvously It swept arcund in & great cir-
cle, hesitating now and then as & sus-
picious object, cams within Rs purview.
After the firmt general survey, down shot
the biinding beam upon Camp Turner, flve
miles awuy, and for full ten minutes gid
the Intervening farmhouses and trees
stand out clearer than wunder noonday
glare. l‘hﬂk!‘l“lﬁ-mnﬂ

AFFECTIVE

BIRID'E-EYE VIEW OF TEE LEITER PROPERTY AT ZEIGLER. :

heavi’y-wooded bottom of the Big Muddy
that fell under {1s survelllancs

Fur four hours qulet reigned and the
newspaper (Towd began to ba disgusted
with thamselves, Zeigler and the werld in
general. Nothing broke the stillness of &
perfect night but the footfaill now and then
of the blus overcoatel soidler boy, who
wap wiching he was back betwsen tha
bianiets of his own rooftree

Or & mounted deputy came galloping by
with the report from one of the outlying
guard stations. The gentle puffing of the
hoisting engine and the cresking of the cte
bles becama 50 monotonous as to gradually
fade out of the tone pleture

Suddenly, “bang.”™ away off townsrd the
purmphousa. It was a Winchmster. Twe
abots rang out In answer.

Ten minutes and a repetition of the proe
logue,

Then in what seemed to be a semicirdes
away back of the group of stores which
cicster about the Administration bulidirg
there was a sharp series of shots, QY
perhapa,

Tha aczwer this time wns no sngle

froim
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